Summer jobs teach students
new skills
Need some money for college or new clothes. Why not get a job
this summer?
Last summer, senior Hemen Besufekad worked at Papa John’s in
Alexandria.
“I worked on Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays, and Mondays,”
Besufekad said. “On average, I worked for about five hours,
and I was only paid $7 an hour.”
Despite the little pay she got, Besufekad was okay with her
job.
“I didn’t work too much, and I wasn’t trying to make the money
for anything serious, so I didn’t mind,” Besufekad said.
The application process for her job was quick and easy.
“I saw a sign that they were hiring, and I didn’t have a lot
to do over the summer. I just went in one day and picked up an
application.”
The application was like any other basic one. It asked for
general information, references, and availability.
“If you’ve never had a job before, you shouldn’t freak out
about references. They know this is your first job and don’t
expect much. I just put down the extracurriculars that I
participate in at school to show my work ethic,” Besufekad
said.
After she submitted her application, Besufekad received a call
from the manager asking to come in for an interview.
“The interview was as simple as the application. They asked
basic questions: why do you want to work here? Why should we
hire you?” Besufekad said.
After the interview, the turn around from prospective to
employee was quick. The manager called within a few days and
offered Besufekad the job.
While working, Besufekad dabbled in a bit of everything.
“None of the employees really have any specific titles, except

for the managers. During my time there, I made pizzas, cleaned
up the store, and worked the register,” Besufekad said.
When speaking of her summer there, Besufekad seemed
indifferent.
“It was okay being there. Not perfect, but not terrible. It
wasn’t a super fun job. I would have liked a higher wage, but
the work wasn’t too hard and the people were decent,” she
said.
One thing that made the job more enjoyable for Besufekad was
the friends she made while she was there.
“My coworkers were very nice, and most of them were other high
schoolers or in the same age range,” Besufekad said. “They
were easy to talk to, so we all used to pass the time by
talking about our lives and plans.”
Although she didn’t make much money, Besufekad did put her
wages to good use.
“There isn’t anything that I really need, so I gave all my
money to my mom to pay for bills,” Besufekad said.
Additionally, Besufekad was grateful for new work experience.
“Now I know small skills to use in future jobs,” Besufekad
said.
For other prospective employees, Besufekad has one piece of
advice.
“Don’t waste all of your money on dumb stuff like food or
movies. Use it to help your family or save for a car. Use it
for important things.”

